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Idaho Academy of Family Physicians Position Statement on the  

Proposed Idaho College of Osteopathic Medicine 
 
The Idaho Academy of Family Physicians (IAFP) Board of Directors supports deliberate and 
collaborative efforts to increase the training pipeline of quality physicians for Idaho. As it is 
currently proposed, the Idaho College of Osteopathic Medicine (ICOM) does not do this. 
 
The ICOM proposal would jeopardize training opportunities for well-established and successful 
methods of developing physicians for Idaho. This includes the 42 Idaho residency positions per 
year and the 50 medical student positions per year for Idaho students through the University of 
Washington and University of Utah. It is critical that students and residents have access to 
clinical educators, which are limited in our state and region. Oversaturating the medical teaching 
infrastructure would create a suboptimal learning environment for all and threaten the success 
that established programs have achieved in training and retaining physicians in Idaho. 
 
As a for-profit entity with primary investors outside the region and no track record of success, 
the ICOM would place student and state resources at risk without any accountability to our state. 
Unlike existing affiliations with the University of Washington and University of Utah, the ICOM 
does not have a formal incentive or impetus to return graduates to Idaho. 
 
Finally, it is deeply concerning that the major physician groups and most training programs in 
Idaho were left out of discussions regarding the proposed ICOM. A similar proposal by the same 
investment group was unsuccessful in Montana for many of the reasons cited in this statement. 
 
The IAFP Board of Directors will continue to support strong medicine for Idaho through sensible 
growth of graduate medical education and programs to increase medical student educational 
opportunities. The IAFP Board of Directors is unable to support the ICOM proposal. We urge 
those involved to take meaningful steps to transparently and collaboratively address these 
concerns. 
 


