
 

WWAMI Debuts Renewed Curriculum 
 

In August 2015, thirty-five Idaho WWAMI medical students comprising the entering   class of 2015 
started medical school in Moscow with an innovative new curriculum.  Since 2010, more than 500 
faculty, staff, residents and medical students over the 5-state WWAMI region have collaborated in a   
“curriculum renewal” process to redesign University of Washington School of Medicine’s (UWSOM) 
curriculum.  This curriculum was created to provide the most effective, up-to-date and contemporary 
learning experience for students, and will have a continuous improvement approach with constant 
monitoring of student and course performance. 

Features of UWSOM’s   new curriculum include participation in patient care from the beginning, 
greater course integration, more active learning, focus on lifelong learning skills and increased use of 
technology.   Students will study integrated topics for concentrated periods of time, rather than taking 
multiple courses at once. Clinical correlations will be built into all parts of the basic sciences to ensure 
students understand the clinical context of how clinical and scientific knowledge interrelate and build 
on one another.  

The curriculum is a four-year model that includes three phases: Foundations Phase, Patient Care 
Phase, and Exploration and Focus Phase.  During the 18-month Foundations Phase, Idaho students 
on the Palouse will experience scientific courses presented in an interdisciplinary, integrated fashion.  
For example, in the “Invaders and Defenders” course, students will learn about infectious diseases, 
the immune system, microbial biology and other related topics.  Some topic areas, such as 
pharmacology and pathology, will be threaded throughout all courses.    Important   themes like 
primary care, professionalism, diversity, communication, health equity and others, are interwoven 
throughout all classes.  Students will experience fewer lectures, more active learning in small groups 
and will also have patient care training and patient contact from day one, with more time devoted to 
learning clinical medicine. Students will be paired with faculty mentors who will help guide them 
through all four years of medical school.  

 As students transition from the Foundations Phase to the Patient Care Phase, they will start clinical 
clerkships approximately 4 months earlier than in the previous curriculum  and will experience clinical 
training in settings ranging from primary care through tertiary and quaternary care, and in urban and 
rural locations throughout the 5-state WWAMI region.  During the Explore and Focus Phase, students 
will pursue advanced clinical training with experiences tailored to their chosen specialty and career 
needs to prepare them for the transition to residency training.  All students will receive their medical 
school diploma from the UWSOM. 



All students in the WWAMI region will complete the same Foundations Phase curriculum, with the 
same learning and session objectives, content and evaluation.  All students at all sites will have 
opportunities to interact with students at other sites and to complete some of their clinical training in 
Seattle and some in the WWAMI region, thus participating in a WWAMI-wide curriculum.  The 
WWAMI curriculum permits each regional site to highlight and showcase its unique strengths.   

Idaho has been an enduring partner in the WWAMI program for 44 years, and is excited about these 
new curricular changes that provide Idaho citizens access to a top-tier medical school with one of the 
most innovative curriculums in the nation. 

 

 

 


