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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

Here’s a quick update on the recent discussions held at the IAFP Board 
meeting in September.  Many of you have asked what it is the IAFP 
Boards does and what is the role of the board.  

Here are some highlights from the IAFP Board meeting on September 9th: 

1. Resolutions from the July IMA meeting were discussed.  This was my first IMA meeting as a 
voting delegate.  The IMA designates the IAFP President as a delegate representing th IAFP 
members. Resolutions brought before the delegates must pass a majority of the voting 
delegates present before becoming an accepted resolution.  Before voting, IMA members in 
attendance are encouraged to testify for or against a resolution.  I was proud of the many 
family doctors in attendance as voting and non-voting participants and the number of 
family doctors that testified.  By and large we were the most represented specialty in 
attendance!  
Some resolution highlights included removing MOC requirements for state licensing and 
hospital privileging, requiring pharmacists to report all vaccines they give to the IRIS System 
and a state tax deduction for teaching medical students and residents.  These are just a few 
of the resolutions so please see the IMA website for the complete list of resolutions and 
corresponding amendments. Once the resolutions are passed, the IMA Lobby Team takes 
action on many of them to craft legislation that will go to the legislature.  At the end of the 
meeting, my University of Washington medical school classmate and FMRI resident 
classmate, Bruce Belzer was elected IMA President. GO FAMILY MEDICINE! 

2.  Our IAFP chapter member numbers continue to grow with now over 700 members 
belonging to the IAFP.  This is a tremendous effort on your part and our leadership team at 
IAFP headquarters.  Thank you for your participation! 

3. For the first time, the IAFP is sponsoring a CME program at Schweitzer Mountain Resort in 
Sandpoint on March 17-18, 2017.  Space is limited but we are excited to be in the northern 
part of the state and to have you there with us.  The full meeting agenda and registration 
information will be sent out in November and listed on the IAFP Website.  There will be 
plenty of time for skiing and enjoying your family and friends. 



4. An anonymous donor has offered to match the IAFP foundation donations up to $5000 
doubling your contribution to the foundation.  Whatever you feel you can give is much 
appreciated. This money is used for:   

A) Support the Family Medicine Interest Group (FMIG) at the University of 
Idaho/WWAMI program. 

B) Major sponsor of the RUO/P (Rural Underserved Opportunity Program in Idaho. 
C) Supports medical students to attend National Conference for Family Medicine 

Residents and Medical Students and other leadership events.  Many of these 
students have become family medicine residents and practicing physicians here in 
Idaho with this leadership training and experience. 

D) Sponsor medical missions in underserved countries. 
E) Research of Family Medicine efforts promoting humanitarian, education and 

scientific initiatives. 
F) Coordination of Tar Wars, the tobacco prevention program. 
G) Organize the Pre-Med Shadowing Program for college students interested in a 

career in medicine. 
  

5.  Our current AAFP delegates are Dave Schmitz, MD and Mary Barinaga, MD with Suzanne 
Allen, MD and Scott Dunn, MD as alternate delegates.  They are part of the AAFP Congress 
of Delegates that votes for the AAFP officers including AAFP board members and president.  
In the most recent election, Michael Munger MD from Kansas was elected as AAFP 
President-elect. 

6. A survey was developed by the IAFP Board to get an idea of the teaching capacity of our 
members.  You should have received this via email from the IAFP.  We will post the results 
on the IAFP Website. 

7. The most important issue in 2017 for family doctors in this state is CLOSING THE 
HEALTHCARE COVERAGE GAP.  Please reach out to your state senators and representatives 
to discuss this important issue for 78,000 people who fall in the gap.  Tell them your stories 
too.  We are not giving up! 

8. In January, the IAFP Board will meet with our Federal Congressional staffers to discuss 
national issues from the Idaho point of view.  If you have a national issue that you feel we 
should discuss with our congressional delegation, please let me know.   

9. Also in January, the IAFP hosts a legislative reception for our State Legislators.  This event 
has become very popular with the legislators and is a great opportunity to visit one on one 
with our state legislators about issues important to Idaho family doctors. 

As always, we appreciate your commitment to Family Medicine and the work you do to care for 
the citizens of Idaho every day.   Please feel free to reach out to me; I would love to hear from 
you. 
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