
MEMBER PROFILE – DR. KEITH DAVIS, SHOSHONE, IDAHO 

Dr. Keith Davis is the only practicing physician in Lincoln County, 
Idaho, a remote county in southern Idaho the size of Rhode 
Island with a population of more than 5,200 people.   He 
received the Idaho Academy of Family Physician’s 2012 Family 
Physician of the Year award in 2012 at the IAFP Annual Meeting 
and then in 2013 received the AAFP Family Physician of the 
Year. 

As owner, medical director and chief executive officer of the 
Shoshone Family Medical Center since 1985 (a recognized 

Patient-Centered Medical Home since 2014), Davis supervises five+ mid-level providers, including a 
certified nurse midwife, and attends at three area hospitals. He also has served the past 17 years as 
county coroner. 

Davis, who attended medical school on scholarship from the National Health Service Corps, is a true 
NHSC success story. In return for the scholarship, Davis agreed to serve in a health professional shortage 
area after completing his training. Following residency, Davis moved to Lincoln County, which at the 
time had only had one physician who was awaiting retirement, and where he has remained for 31 years 
now.  

Davis also serves as medical director at A Promise of Hope hospice and cares for patients at numerous 
assisted living and skilled nursing facilities throughout the region. Additionally, he is immediate past 
chief of staff at St. Luke’s Jerome Medical Center. Although the county is very rural and vast, Davis is 
known for making house calls no matter where the house is located.  

Davis’ role as a family physician extends beyond community service and caring for patients. He is a 
clinical instructor at the University of Washington School of Medicine in Seattle and a preceptor for the 
Rural Underserved Opportunities Program (R/UOP), an elective immersion experience for second year 
medical students since its inception more than 23 years ago. He also serves as affiliate faculty at the 
Idaho State University Physician Assistant Program where he was recently awarded the 2013 
Outstanding Educator Award by students and faculty.   

Davis has been an active member of the AAFP since 1985. At the state level, Davis has held numerous 
leadership positions, currently serving on the Idaho Academy of Family Physicians Board of Directors.   
Dr. Davis has taken an active role at the national level by serving on an AAFP Commission and he says 
that the highlight has been helping make FMX (AAFP national conference called the Family Medicine 
Experience) a great CME and networking event. He will serve on the 5 member committee in charge of 
CME programming for FMX the next 3 years and would like to remind everyone that next year’s FMX will 
be in San Antonio, Texas September 12 – September 16, 2017. 



 

An active member of his local community, Davis volunteers for the American Cancer Society, Idaho 
Division president, Rocky Mountain Division/Great West Division National Assembly and Rocky 
Mountain Division board member. In 1988, he was awarded the St. George Medal for his ongoing 
leadership, commitment and dedication to the Society’s mission to combat cancer.  Dr. Davis was 
recently appointed to the CDC Clinical Laboratory Improvement Advisory Committee (CLIAC) 
with greatly appreciated recommendations from AAFP and COLA. 

Davis was also a founding member and is currently on the board of the Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers 
of the Magic Valley. He also has served on the board of the Shoshone Rotary Club, and was an active 
volunteer for the Boy Scouts of America.  

Born and raised in Oregon, Davis earned his medical degree from George Washington University School 
of Medicine and Health Sciences in Washington, D.C., and completed his family medicine residency at 
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics in Iowa City. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
chemistry and a Bachelor of Arts degree in biology from Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Wash. 

Davis is board certified by the American Board of Family Medicine and has the AAFP Degree of Fellow, 
an earned degree awarded to family physicians for distinguished service and continuing medical 
education. 

He would also like to strongly recommend that his colleagues serve on an AAFP commission.  “It's a 
great experience meeting and working with national leaders in family medicine.”  If you are interested, 
contact Neva Santos at the IAFP Office. 

Dr. Davis and his wife, Diane, enjoy traveling and recently spent a long vacation with his son and German 
girlfriend.  They were able to show her the majestic Yellowstone National Park.    

Davis and his wife also recently visited Baltimore and then flew to Boston for a visit of the city as well as 
Salem, Plymouth, Cape Cod. “We even made it down to that ‘state smaller than Lincoln County’ (Rhode 
Island) to visit Newport and Providence. Walking the Freedom Trail (my Fitbit was very happy!) and 
taking a Duck Tour of the city were highlights. Boston is truly the ‘Cradle of (American) Liberty!’ Fun trip 
but, as usual, good to be home!” 

Dr. Davis’ practice is a Patient-Centered Medical Home.  He says that “the challenge of PCMH continues 
to be financial sustainability of a more labor-intensive system of care. My patients are definitely getting 
better care with PCMH and they know it. But their insurance companies -- except for strong efforts by 
Medicaid and Medicare -- are not yet paying for it even though they should be seeing reduced ER visits 
and hospitalizations the past couple years now! (Free ride, anyone?!) In 2017, I expect we will see those 
carriers who want to survive become more progressive in encouraging (by paying for) PCMH. I predict 
some carriers just won't make the transition quickly enough and they will go out of business.” 

 


