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Graduate Medical Education Funding
Idaho is completing Year 4 of its 10-year Graduate Medical Education 
(GME) funding plan.  As we approach Year 5, the IAFP will support a 
budget request to the Governor and the Legislature that continues steady 
and strong growth of GME programs in the state.  The proposal for the 
coming year will create 14 new positions in residency programs across 
the state, including additions in addiction medicine, rural medicine, 
behavioral health, internal medicine and psychiatry.  

IAFP Work:
• Produce videos and other educational materials featuring family 

medicine residents and family physicians practicing in Idaho as a 
result of completing a residency here.

•  Feature GME Funding at our Annual Legislative Reception on January 24, 2022.
•  Connect residents, faculty and family doctors with lawmakers to encourage support for continued GME funding. 

Virtual Care
Last year the IAFP worked to pass an update to virtual care 
statute in Idaho called the Virtual Care Act. The bill included 
establishing a Virtual Care Advisory Board, which would track 
and encourage the growth of virtual care by Idaho physicians.  
This bill passed the Senate but was held in the House. 
Nevertheless, it remains a goal of IAFP to make sure virtual 
care delivery continues to be a useful and sustainable method 
of health care delivery for our members. The continuation of 
the federal Public Health Emergency means most Idaho payers 
are expected to reimburse providers at an equitable level to in-
person visits for the foreseeable future.

IAFP Work:
• Work with the Healthcare Transformation Council of Idaho to track data on virtual care in Idaho and elevate the 

need for an evolution in virtual care policies.
• Share stories with lawmakers and the public about the benefits of virtual care during the pandemic and beyond.
• Connect with payers to encourage the continuation of equitable reimbursement for virtual care. 
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Public Health
The pandemic has created unprecedented controversy regarding public health decision-making. Recognizing that many 
IAFP members serve on their local health district boards, we feel it’s imperative to show our support for public health 
decisions made by medical experts and based on science and data. In the spring, the IAFP issued a statement in support 
of good public health decision-making. We continue to look for opportunities to uphold science and expertise in public 
health decision-making and to show support for family doctors, and all health care providers, that are on the frontlines 
of treating patients during the pandemic. 
IAFP Work:

• Support Family Physician members on the Idaho Medical Association Public Health Committee. See the 
committee’s recent letter here.

• Conduct education and outreach about the importance of good public health decision-making.
• Collect the stories of Family Physicians highlighting concerns and solutions regarding health care delivery during 

the pandemic.

Health Coverage for Kids
The most recent available data on health coverage for Idaho children is from 2019 and indicates that 24,000 kids in 
Idaho are uninsured. The IAFP has joined the Idaho Kids Covered Coalition (IKC); a statewide network of health care 
advocates and stakeholders working to support affordable access to health coverage and care for all children in Idaho.

IAFP Work:
• Support IKC in collecting stories about how health coverage benefits kids through physician story collection.
• Highlight the benefits of health coverage for kids in communications with lawmakers.
• Support family physicians in delivering health care to more Idaho children.

Equity in Medicine
Equity in medicine became a primary goal of the IAFP in 
the Summer of 2020 and the IAFP board has engaged in 
consistent work to dismantle institutional racism in medicine 
and enhance equity, both in terms of representation of 
providers of color and in exploring approaches to medical 
practice that enhance equity for patients. 

IAFP Work:
• Continue board and member trainings with equity consultants to finalize an organizational workplan focused on 

equity.
• Continue meetings of the IAFP Diversity and Inclusion Committee, which include board members and IAFP 

members from across the state.
• Establish IAFP Community Agreements and Foundational Beliefs that support diversity and inclusion.
• Feature diversity content in all IAFP communications.
• Build an Annual Conference that highlights equity issues, focuses on featuring a diverse group of speakers and 

topics, and incentivizes the participation of Black Indigenous People of Color (BIPOC) during the event.  

https://idahofamilyphysicians.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Statement-on-Public-Health-Decision-Making-3-16-21.docx
https://www.idmed.org/idaho/UploadedFiles/Letter%20from%20Health%20Care%20Groups%20to%20Idahoans.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0-eJLlv5JCEIh1U3QjKX8avMCJfqSfMQwhFw-mkWwev-qSL9vloA1cZBk
https://idahokidscovered.org/story-survey/
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AAFP Congress of Delegates and IMA House of 
Delegates
Your Idaho AFP Delegates, Drs. Scott Dunn and Mary 
Barinaga and AAFP Alternate Delegates, Drs. Suzanne Allen 
and Keith Davis, have developed two resolutions for both 
the AAFP Congress of Delegates (during the delayed COD 
in February 2022) and the IMA House of Delegates.  
Virtual Services when Patients are Away from Their 
Medical Home
This resolution calls for advocacy to allow physicians to be 
reimbursed for care delivered virtually when their patients 
are out-of-state, as long as the patient’s state of residence 
stays the same and they are in the physician’s medical home.

Providing Recommended Vaccines Under Medicare Parts B and C
This resolution calls for advocacy to allow physicians to be reimbursed for administering some currently excluded 
vaccines, such as shingles, instead of referring patients out to a pharmacy to receive these vaccines.  

Programming Update

IAFP Support for the Ada County Medical Society Physician Vitality Program
The IAFP is excited to share that we are working with the Ada County Medical Society (ACMS) to fund an expansion 
of mental health services for family doctors across Idaho. Starting in the first quarter of 2022, the IAFP will fund 3 
counseling visits/year for our members statewide, that are not already covered as ACMS members. Stay tuned for more 
information on this new member benefit soon.

IAFP Annual Conference, May 6-7 2022, Sun Valley Idaho
We are very hopeful that our Annual Conference will take place in-person this year in Sun Valley. You can count on 
~13 CME credits and a great time with other Family Physicians. The IAFP Conference Committee is putting together 
a program focused on practice and community topics in Family Medicine. Stay tuned for registration details by early 
November.  
For more information, or to engage in any of the issues and topics described above, please contact Liz Woodruff, IAFP 
Executive Director at Liz@idahoafp.org.
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